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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for initiating an operation under emergency con-
ditions of a motor vehicle, the method including detecting a
malfunction of a component of the motor vehicle; checking
whether an operation under emergency conditions is pos-
sible; reporting the malfunction to the driver; initiating the
operation under emergency conditions under predefined con-
ditions, the operation under emergency conditions being ini-
tiated following an active confirmation by the driver.

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR INITIATING AN
OPERATION OF A MOTOR VEHICLE UNDER
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS

FIELD

The present invention relates to a method for initiating an
operation of the motor vehicle under emergency conditions,
the method including the steps of detecting a malfunction of
a component of the motor vehicle; checking whether an
operation under emergency conditions is possible; reporting
the malfunction to the driver; and initiating the operation
under emergency conditions under predefined conditions.
Furthermore, the present invention relates to a device for
initiating an operation of a motor vehicle under emergency
conditions by means of a control unit.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In the automotive technology sector, conventionally, mal-
functions of components of the motor vehicle are detected
and such malfunctions are responded to. Conventionally, the
operation of the vehicle under emergency conditions in such
a situation is continued, or else, the driving operation is ter-
minated in a safe manner. In the conventional safety concepts
for control units in the automotive sector, the response to the
occurrence of a dangerous malfunctions usually consists of
turning off the faulty system, especially in the case of mal-
functions in the drive train or the engine area. This usually
leads to a termination of the driving operation. Malfunction-
ing components having a sporadically occurring fault may
also be reactivated, e.g., by turning the ignition off and on. If
the sporadically occurring fault is no longer present upon
reactivation, the system may be put into operation again,
possibly with certain restrictions.

In the case of permanent faults that are not directly safety-
relevant or dangerous, however, the affected system may
continue to be operated under certain conditions, e.g., with a
warning signal to the driver. According to the currently pre-
vailing safety concept, however, the system either is switched
off automatically, or its operation is continued automatically
with an appropriate warning to the driver.

The disadvantage of the conventional systems is that it
cannot be reliably ascertained whether the driver has actually
become aware of the warning, since, for example, the ignition
operation cannot be distinguished from the conventional use
during normal operation. In addition, the conventional safety
concept does not take into account that certain faults, given
corresponding knowledge of the driver, do not constitute a
danger, or else, a controllable danger, so that it is possible to
safely operate the vehicle nevertheless, in an operation under
emergency conditions.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present invention to further develop the
conventional safety systems such that the likelihood of a
deactivation of the overall system is reduced when individual
components of the motor vehicle malfunction.

The present invention provides an example method for
initiating an operation of the motor vehicle under emergency
conditions, the method including detecting a malfunction of a
component of the motor vehicle; checking whether an opera-
tion under emergency conditions is possible; reporting the
malfunction to the driver; and initiating the operation under
emergency conditions under predefined conditions, the
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2

operation under emergency conditions being initiated follow-
ing active confirmation by the driver.

Furthermore, an example device is provided for initiating
an operation under emergency conditions of a motor vehicle
having a control unit designed to implement the example
method of the aforementioned type.

In accordance with the present invention, the likelihood of
an interruption of the vehicle operation is able to be reduced
in that the driver is informed of the conditions of the operation
under emergency conditions as well as potential risks, and it
is ensured, by active confirmation, that the driver is aware of
the consequences. In this case, a further operation of the
overall system, i.e., the motor vehicle, is possible even in the
presence of safety-relevant or safety-critical or potentially
dangerous malfunctions.

In other words, an operation under emergency conditions is
initiated in such a way that the driver is informed of the
malfunction and is made aware of potentially dangerous situ-
ations, and thus is able to make a decision, based on this
knowledge, as to whether an operation under emergency con-
ditions is to be initiated. This has the advantage that the driver
can take measures taking the dangerous situations and the risk
into account, or that the driver is primed to respond appropri-
ately in the dangerous situations. Therefore, an operation
under emergency conditions is able to be initiated at a calcu-
latable risk or a reduced risk even when generally dangerous
malfunctions arise.

Itis especially advantageous if a risk value of the operation
under emergency conditions is determined, i.e., on the basis
of a severity of the malfunction, a likelihood of a dangerous
situation and/or a controllability of the dangerous situation by
the driver. Based on this risk value, a decision may be made
whether an emergency operation is possible or justifiable, this
decision taking into account that the driver can react appro-
priately given positive knowledge of a malfunction, so that
the risk in an operation under emergency conditions is
reduced.

It is preferred if the risk value is indicated to the driver.

This enables the driver to make his own decision as to
whether he is willing to take the particular risk.

It is furthermore preferred if the predefined conditions
depend on the type of malfunction.

This makes it possible to adapt the further operation of the
motor vehicle to the malfunction in individual manner.

Itis moreover preferred if the predefined conditions for the
operation under emergency conditions are displayed to the
driver.

This makes it possible for the driver to agree to the opera-
tion under emergency conditions, or the driver may decline
and is informed about the particular functions that may be
restricted for system-related reasons.

Itis furthermore preferred if at least one physical parameter
of' a motor vehicle component is restricted in an operation
under emergency conditions.

Depending on the malfunction, this makes it possible to
reduce the likelihood of a dangerous situation.

It is also preferred if the driver is warned of the dangerous
situation in an operation under emergency conditions.

The controllability of the dangerous situation by the driver
thus is able to be increased, and the risk reduced accordingly.

Moreover, it is preferred if the driver is warned in an
operation under emergency conditions as to which function of
the motor vehicle is usable with restrictions.

This allows the driver to adapt to the restricted usability of
certain functions in advance and to avoid corresponding situ-
ations. The risk of an operation under emergency conditions
may be reduced further in this way.
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It is furthermore preferred if the confirmation by the driver
takes place by a predefined confirmation sequence of'an oper-
ating unit.

This ensures that the driver is aware of the operation under
emergency conditions and that the driver’s confirmation does
not occur merely by accident.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows in schematic form, shows a motor vehicle
with a drive train which includes a control device for detect-
ing malfunctions, and a corresponding operating unit.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic flow chart of a method for initi-
ating an operation under emergency conditions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 schematically shows a motor vehicle, which is
denoted by 10 as a whole. Motor vehicle 10 has a drive train
12, which in the present case includes an electric machine 14
for supplying drive power. Electric machine 14 provides a
torque t at an output shaft and rotates at an adjustable rota-
tional speed. Drive train 12 drives driven wheels 161, 16R of
vehicle 10.

Drive train 12 may be set up to drive vehicle 10 with the aid
of electric machine 14. As an alternative, electric machine 14
may be part of a hybrid drive train 12, and the drive train may
include a drive motor (not denoted further in FIG. 2) such as
an internal combustion engine or the like. As an alternative,
drive train 12 may be driven exclusively by a not further
denoted drive motor, for instance an internal combustion
engine or a similar device. The drive train may also have a
gear unit or the like.

Electric machine 14 is actuated using control electronics
18. Control electronics 18 is connected to an electric energy
supply (e.g., an accumulator) and provided to control electric
machine 14 and to supply it with electrical energy.

Motor vehicle 10 includes a control unit 20, which is con-
nected to various components of motor vehicle 10, especially
to control electronics 18, of electric machine 14. In addition,
controlunit 20 is connected to an operating unit 22, which has
an output unit 24 and an input unit 26.

Using sensors (not shown), control unit 20 monitors the
functions of different components of motor vehicle 10, espe-
cially of control electronics 18 and electric machine 14.

This makes it possible for control unit 20 to detect mal-
functions of individual components of motor vehicle 10 as
well. Control unit 20 preferably includes components such as
a computing unit and a memory and is set up to determine
whether an operation under emergency conditions is possible
under certain conditions, this determination being based on a
detected fault and on stored data. To do so, control unit 20
ascertains a risk of such an operation under emergency con-
ditions and forwards a warning signal to operating unit 22.
Operating unit 22 outputs a corresponding warning signal to
the driver via output unit 24. Using input unit 26, the driver
confirms the operation under emergency conditions. The con-
firmation of the operation under emergency conditions is
forwarded to control unit 20, and control unit 20 controls the
components of the motor vehicle appropriately under pre-
defined conditions.

The predefined conditions, for example, could be a restric-
tion of the rotational speed or of torque t, but also a restriction
of'the electrical voltage provided by control electronics 18 of
electrical machine 14.
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The confirmation of the operation under emergency con-
ditions by the driver could also occur via a certain sequence of
brake and accelerator pedal operations.

Output unit 24 of operating unit 22 furthermore is set up to
output text or audio warnings to the driver on a permanent
basis in order to warn the driver during the entire operation
under emergency conditions. In addition, output unit 24 may
output to the driver text and/or audio instructions as to which
action should currently be avoided or in which way future
situations should be responded to.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic flow chart of an example method
for initiating an operation under emergency conditions of
motor vehicle 10.

The example method is designated by 30 in FIG. 2. Method
30 is initiated by an error detection 32, which takes place via
control unit 20. Based on the type of detected fault or faulty
function of a component of the motor vehicle, it is decided at
34 whether an operation under emergency conditions is pos-
sible in the presence of such a malfunction. If it is determined
that no operation under emergency conditions is possible
given such a faulty function, the method ends at 35, and the
driving operation is safely brought to a stop using a pre-
defined sequence. If it is determined that an operation under
emergency conditions is basically possible, conditions for an
operation under emergency conditions determined at 36 are
specified or defined. The emergency running conditions are
determined taking the detected malfunction into account and
with the aid of data from a database 37. Furthermore, a risk or
a risk value of the operation under emergency conditions is
determined at 38, i.e., on the basis of a severity of the mal-
function, a likelihood of a dangerous situation and a control-
lability of the dangerous situation by the driver. The risk
preferably is determined by control unit 20. The severity of
the malfunction preferably is ascertained by utilizing data
that are stored in a database 37 or a memory unit of control
unit 20. Database 37 may likewise be utilized to determine the
probability of a dangerous situation, but it may also be the
case that the driving behavior and additional measured val-
ues, e.g., environmental conditions (weather conditions), the
driving behavior of the driver, the loading state and the like
are taken into account. The controllability by the driver may
also be accomplished by utilizing database 37. The control-
lability by the driver is able to be increased by corresponding
warning signals or by basic priming of the driver by the
warning signals, and the risk be reduced as a result.

For example, control unit 20 determines risk value accord-
ing to the ISO 26262 or ICE 61508 standard, using the for-
mula:

. severity probability
risk= ————————
controllability

the severity being the severity of the fault or the malfunction,
the probability being the probability of a dangerous situation,
and the controllability being the controllability by the driver.
It is clear from this formula that the risk, or the risk value,
increases with growing severity and growing probability, and
that it drops or is reduced accordingly with increasing con-
trollability by the driver.

The probability of a dangerous situation may also be
reduced by an appropriate warning of the driver since,
depending on the warning, the driver may be deterred from
bringing the system into such a situation, for example by
adapting the driving behavior. Furthermore, the controllabil-
ity by the driver is able to be improved by an appropriate
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warning, since the reaction time of the driver and also the type
of driver reaction may be improved by the warning.

Once the risk is determined, the warning signal to the driver
is output at 40. Warning 40 is also able to be made via
operating unit 22. The warning signal may contain the speci-
fications of the operation under emergency conditions, the
determined risk and corresponding text or audio warnings.

After the warning signal has been output, the confirmation
of the operation under emergency conditions by the driver
takes place at 42. Preferably, the confirmation is made via
input unit 26, i.e., preferably via a predefined sequence of
inputs in order to ensure that the warning was actually per-
ceived by the driver and the operation under emergency con-
ditions was actively confirmed.

Following confirmation 42 by the driver, a step 44 follows,
in which control unit 20 initiates the operation under emer-
gency conditions. If the confirmation by the driver is out-
standing, the operation under emergency conditions will not
be initiated and the driving operation may possibly be termi-
nated in a safe manner using a predefined sequence.

In general, the emergency running conditions in an opera-
tion under emergency conditions is able to be specified by
control unit 20, for which physical parameters of the vehicle
components preferably are restricted. The restriction may
take the form of a torque restriction, an engine speed restric-
tion, a speed restriction or the like.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for initiating an operation under emergency
conditions of a motor vehicle, comprising:

detecting a malfunction of a component of the motor
vehicle;

checking whether an operation under emergency condi-
tions is possible;

determining a risk value of the operation under emergency
conditions on the basis of at least one of: 1) a probability
of'a dangerous situation, and ii) a controllability of the
situation by the driver;

reporting the malfunction to the driver; and
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initiating the operation under emergency conditions under
predefined conditions as a function of the determined
risk value, the operation under emergency conditions
being initiated following an active confirmation by the
driver.

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the risk value
is indicated to the driver.

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the predefined
conditions depend on the type of malfunction.

4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the predefined
conditions for the operation under emergency conditions are
displayed to the driver.

5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein at least one
physical parameter of a motor vehicle component is restricted
in an operation under emergency conditions.

6. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the driver is
warned of the dangerous situation in an operation under emer-
gency conditions.

7. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein, in an opera-
tion under emergency conditions, the driver is warned as to
which function of the motor vehicle is usable with restric-
tions.

8. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the confirma-
tion by the driver takes place by a predefined confirmation
sequence of an operating unit.

9. A device for initiating an operation under emergency
conditions of a motor vehicle having a control unit, the con-
trol unit designed to detect a malfunction of a component of
the motor vehicle, to check whether an operation under emer-
gency conditions is possible, to determine a risk value of the
operation under emergency conditions on the basis of at least
one of: 1) a probability of a dangerous situation, and ii) a
controllability of the situation by the driver, to report the
malfunction to the driver, and to initiate the operation under
emergency conditions under predefined conditions as a func-
tion of the determined risk value, the operation under emer-
gency conditions being initiated following an active confir-
mation by the driver.



